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We want to protect public figures from the worst types of attacks 
while allowing discussion of people who are in the public sphere. As 
such, under our current policy, we remove certain attacks when the 
public figure is “purposefully exposed” to content attacking them (if, 
for example, the public figure is tagged in the content), which 
heightens the harassment. 



Under our status quo policies, neither of these examples would be 
removed since Hillary Clinton and Kim Kardashian are public 
figures. 



Here, however, we’d remove the content under our policies because 
Jacob Sartorious is a public figure, but a minor, and, as previously 
mentioned, we do remove derogatory sexual claims even when 
they’re about public figures like Teresa May. 

























When we talk about content shared in the context of health, we 
mean: birth-giving and after-birth moments (including both natural 
vaginal delivery and cesarean section), gender confirmation 
operation and genitalia self-examination for cancer or disease 
prevention/assessment. 





Under our status quo policy, all of these images would come down as 
violating. 
- Top right - an article published by the Brazilian newspaper 

Folha de S. Paulo containing a picture taken by one of the most 
renowned Brazilian photographers — Sebastião Salgado —
depicting naked indigenous people

- Left hand side - Indoni is a South African women’s heritage 
group that aims to increase awareness of local culture. They 
have protested outside Facebook and Google offices claiming 
that ”imperialist censorship.”

- Right bottom – Photo of an Indian politician meeting Jain 
naked monks. Jainism is a religion in India, and some monks 
who adhere to the region do not wear clothes. 

One of the things that we’ve heard internally and externally is that 



we shouldn’t remove this stuff from Facebook as it’s often included 
in classroom textbooks and is part of a country’s culture. 
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This post would come down as well because it depicts nudity, but 
none of our existing carve-outs apply. 

We’ve received feedback from parenting and maternal groups who 
don’t think we should be taking this content down. 











Discussion
Question: The examples of cultural / indigenous nudity represented 

here are from Sub-Saharan Africa, India, etc. What about 
places like the Nordics? How are we defining cultural and 
indigenous”? 

Answer: We are trying to focus on historic, social and cultural norms 
that exist across different groups of people, whether that’s religious 
groups, racial groups, social groups. In this vein, we’re speaking with 
academics and experts. We are also working with local teams to 
explore and fully understand the scope of cultural nudity. One of the 
examples that came up in conversation with local teams is ice bathing 
in Finland. We want to define these terms clearly and objectively so 
that something like sunbathing in Florida wouldn’t count as cultural 
nudity. Also worth nothing that we want to move away from using 



the word “indigenous” because it’s something that is only applicable 
in some countries and we want these carveouts to be global in scope. 
We are instead focused on cultural nudity. 

Comment: You walked through our status quo policy, which includes 
carveouts for things like breastfeeding and cancer awareness. I worry 
that allowing indigenous or cultural nudity will be difficult to defend 
(and won’t be all encompassing) because it is difficult to define as 
already mentioned. 

Comment: And what about the issue of consent / agency? What about 
the case of Amanda Todd where she posted a video online exposing 
her breasts, and ultimately ended up killing herself. This wasn’t on 
our platform, but does this policy raise that risk? There are a lot of 
nuances here that we want to be sure we have thought through fully. 

Response: On the question of age, this policy is purely focused on 
adult nudity. When it is difficult to identify if the person in the image 
is an adult or minor, we always err on the side of assuming the 
person is a minor and providing enhanced protections. On the 
question on consent, this is a big one. We are working closely with 
our operations and product teams to explore different tools that might 
help with the issue of consent when the content is self-reported. 

Comment: The discussion makes it clear to me that we aren’t ready 
to move forward with adoption the proposed recommendation. We’ll 
continue to apply our newsworthy policy where we have additional 
context available to ensure that consent isn’t an issue. And we’ll go 
back to the drawing board to understand if there’s more we can do in 
the realm of cultural nudity. 
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These case studies will be helpful in informing the work we do here 
– are the signals identified here the right ones to be looking at when 
delisting individuals and entities? What else can/should we think 
about? One of the things we want to think about, for example, is the 
timing of events – how long is long enough to establish disavowal. 






